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Our Vision 

Enable underprivileged children in Sri Lanka to achieve their full potential in life.  

Our Mission 

Raise funds in Australia to provide food, clothing, shelter and recreational facilities to 
needy children in Sri Lanka, and ensure success in education and livelihood projects. 
Also provide assistance to economically disadvantaged families to improve the quality 
of life. . 

Our Objectives 

 Work in cohort with the Charitable Organisations in Sri Lanka, and implement 
child/youth sponsorship program. 

 Mobilise the support of Australian Sri Lankan Tamils for the betterment of the lives of 
backward children in Sri Lanka through Child Sponsorship. 

 Demonstrate accountability to the membership by regular update on children’s 
progress and half yearly financial report on the disbursement of funds received.  

 Carrying out other rehabilitation programs with the Charitable Organisations in Sri 
Lanka to improve the livelihood of poor rural communities.  

 

Our History 

The Fund for Mahalirillam, Australia (Mahalirillam) provides support to underprivileged 
children in Sri Lanka who had either lost a parent or both parents.  

Mahalirillam embarked on this mission in the year 2008. It is registered with the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission (ACNC) on 2nd December 2012 as a 
Charitable Organization. Since inception it has been working in cohort with Social 
Welfare Organization (SWO) at Puthukkudiyiruppu, Batticaloa District, Sri Lanka 
providing food and shelter for backward children. In addition it focusses on the 
educational and cultural development of these children.   

SWO is a charitable organization registered by the Government of Sri Lanka, and it has 
the primary purpose of securing the future of children who have lost parental attention 
due to decades of civil war and natural disasters, poverty and social injustice in Sri Lanka.  
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1.0 Reference and Administrative Information 

Charity Name:     Fund for Mahalirillam 

Postal Address:       P.O.Box 8072, Seven Hills West NSW 2147, Australia.  

Internet Address:               www.mahalirillam.org 

Email Address:         admin@mahalirillam.org 

Committee Members: 

Ponna Varatharajan      Chair 

Venuga Varatharajan       Secretary 

Chandra Balachandran  Treasurer 

Shaini Sivagnanam             Assistant Treasurer 

Guru Sivagnanaguru         Events Coordinator 

Dr G Gnanasampanthan   Editor  & EKalvi Coordinator 

Ms Dushyanti Pitchumanai         Narayana Seva Coordinator 

Thiru Sutha Web Designer 

Rajesh Veloth Technical Support Web 

Bankers: Commonwealth Bank of Australia, Haymarket, Sydney 2000 – Fund for Mahalirillam, 
Account NO: 06 2006 1103 3596. 

ABN: 47 467 887 194 

Independent Honorary Auditor:  Mr Kumar Ratnakumar - M.Bus, CPA 

Governing Document:   The charity is an unincorporated institution, Governed by its constitution. 
Registered with Australian Charities and not for profit Commission – an Australian statutory 
body and the national regulator of the voluntary sector including charities and other not for 
profits. 

Organisational Structure: The charity meets four times in a year to consider the affairs of the 
organisation. If considered necessary, urgent meetings are held via telephone/video conference. 
It has no employees or office premises.  

Share links: "Like" - our Facebook page - share and comment on reports                                                               
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mahalirillam/143589209051620 

Share links to Videos on  

You tube: http://www.youtube.com/user/Mahalirillam 
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2.0 Messages 

2.1 Editor’s Message  

COVID-19 Pandemic marred the financial period 2019/2020. During this period, there was closure 
of the Girls’ Home, children’s school and disruption of children’s studies for several months. 
Mahalirillam, promptly took steps with the Social Welfare Organization (SWO), 
Puthukkudiyiruppu, (our Sister Charity) to ensure all children were given guardianship and made 
arrangements to distribute dry rations to every family that afforded guardianship to each child.  
Despite these disruptions Mahalirillam took great efforts in organizing regular online interactive 
teaching classes/strategies in Mathematics, Science, English, and Ethical Education for revival and 
progress in education of children at Thilakavadiyar’s Girls Home. Our great teachers while being 
observant and responsive, their interactive teaching style encourage student participation, and 
make learning interesting and exciting. It instils competence and confidence in the children. Seven 
of these teachers are volunteers and three are paid staff. The commitment and sacrifice of the 
seven volunteer teachers are overwhelming. We express our heartfelt gratitude to them. At this 
moment it is heartening to remember those eight girls who qualified in GCE A level exam held in 
August 2019 were honoured on a day when SWO celebrated Swami Vivekananda’s birth 
centenary on 24 January 2020.  

In this educational pursuit Mahalirillam is also grateful for the Jaffna University Graduate 
Association (JUGA), Australia, for its ongoing funds in meeting the cost of stationery and a part 
of teachers’ payments. JUGA Australia, utilizes electronic technologies to impart Sri Lankan 
educational curriculum outside of a traditional classroom. The course material from JUGA 
covered Mathematics and Science respectively.  

Also, during the financial period, Mahalirillam secured a grant from Sydney Murugan 
Humanitarian Fund to SWO to augment bore well water supply to the Kusananamalai village in 
Batticaloa District. Mahalirillam also offered technical assistance to SWO in the design, 
construction and commissioning for the augmentation work. 

Besides, one of our Mahalirillam members generously donated for the purchase of livestock to 
assist families living in poverty in Mullaitivu District to improve their livelihood. In fulfilling these 
roles, Fund for Mahalirillam lived up to its mission and being grateful for its members’ generosity.  

Heartfelt thanks again for all that you have done and solicit your continued support to benefit the 
needy. 
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2.2 Chair Person’s message 

As reported elsewhere, Mahalirillam continues to focus on four main activities: 
1.  Sponsorship of children. 
2.  Online teaching and after school hour classes to all school going children in the Girl’s Home;  
3. Sewing Centres offering vocational training in sewing, knitting and embroidery to senior girls 

who are leaving the Home and to others from economically disadvantaged family 
background; and 

4.  Livelihood projects to alleviate poverty. 
  
To date Mahalirillam, Australia carries out the entire program through the Social Welfare Organization 
(SWO) Puthukudiyiruppu. Mahalirillam thanks the Social Welfare Organisation for its on-ground 
support in managing the affairs during the financial period 2019/2020.  
 
It is needless to elaborate on the socio-economic impact of COVID-19.  During these challenging times, 
Mahalirillam in response to the need of individual families who lost their income and unable to earn 
wages, initiated a relief package to help those affected.  The families who come under the purview of 
this program belong to those without an income who lived on daily wages and are not entitled for any 
government social benefits. 
 

In the year 2019/20 we supported 60 children accommodated in Thilakavadiyar’s Girls Home (Girls’ 
Home) and offered 21 scholarships to University /GCE AL students. We also funded income-generating 
projects that are managed by the Social Welfare Organisation (SWO).      

Annual expenses of Mahalirillam have been shown in the accompanying pages. In maintaining 60 
children permanently resident at the Girls’ Home, and additional 21 children on scholarship annually 
cost around $38,800. Likewise, for the educational program, and running two vocational Sewing 
Centres, annual expenses approximate to $6,000 per each program respectively. None of these 
projects are possible if not for the generosity of the membership. 

In the coming year, we will continue with our work with the Girls’ Home and will undertake the 
following initiatives to meet the challenges faced by the children in the Girls’ Home: 

 Continue to sponsorship of children in Girls Home 
 Continue to sponsor a young child if she leaves Girls’ Home mainly to support her family and her 

studies.  
 Sharing our time and wealth with our children in need via E-Kalvi 
 Scholarship for University and GCE AL qualified young girls to continue with higher studies.   

 
We are extremely grateful for the financial support we received during the last year 2019/20. We are 
pleased to inform all the funds received were directed to SWO bank accounts and properly utilised for 
the desired purposes as certified by our auditor. As we move forward, we feel confident that the future 
of the children we care for is bright and beautiful. 

We thank our members and well-wishers for their continued financial and moral support. 
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3.0 Child sponsorship program 

During the financial year 2019/2020, Mahalirillam under its child sponsorship program supported 82 
children.  Sixty of them are living in the Girls’ Home and another 22 girls either living in their single 
parent homes or following studies in higher learning centres under a scholarship offered by 
Mahalirillam.   
  
The sponsorship program functions under the following guidelines: 
  
 If any child under sponsorship leaves the Girls' Home permanently, Mahalirillam will inform the 

sponsor and request to state his/her wish about providing financial support to another child. 
 In the event if a member withdraws the sponsorship for any other reason, Mahalirillam will 

continue to support the child until find another sponsor. 
 If any of the girls gain admission to higher learning centres, Mahalirillam will seek endorsement 

from the sponsor to utilize the sponsorship money towards boarding and tuition fees levied by 
these learning centres.  

 If any child is compelled to leave the Thilakavadiyar’s Girls’ Home for other valid reasons like 
helping a sick family member, Mahalirillam solicit the sponsor of the child for continued support 
of the child. This privilege is extended to such children to help them in their own developmental 
needs while providing support to the sick parent. This approach Mahalirillam believes will 
support the current Family First Concept which emphasizes that the international charities 
should focus their investments on creating healthier, stronger family units.  It helps 
deinstitutionalize orphanages and girls homes, a process very much favoured internationally to 
transform traditional models to ones that foster the natural bonds between the child and their 
families. 

 
Mahalirillam takes pride in presenting the following video clip showing the level of discipline 
demonstrated by the children at Thilagavathiyar Girls’ Home prior to leaving for school in the morning 
hours. Their positive outlook well expressed on their demeanors. Thanks to staff at Girls’ Home and 
SWO for their commitment to overcome many of children’s challenges and sustain a positive 
environment for learning. 

 https://youtu.be/r0KYYwHjo9A 

4.0  E-Kalvi 

In this program, five qualified local teachers were employed during the financial year to teach classes 
from year 5 to year 11 children at Girls’ Home, Palugamam. Mahalirillam also secured the services of 
five volunteers, (local and overseas members of Mahalirillam) teaching Mathematics and English for 
year 4 to year 11 children by electronic technology (Zoom, Skype, and Video).  The interactive teaching 
strategies through the internet seem to have aroused interest and self-confidence among the 
students. Mahalirillam has taken responsibility for the preparation and uploading of lessons, and 
encourage children to sit mock exams and improve their learning skills and performance. The cost of 
running the educational program includes the salary for five teachers was around Rs. 55,000 per 
month, and salary for two support staff at Girl’s Home to operate equipment’s (multimedia projector, 
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computers), prepare timetables, time sheets, and coordinate classes was extra at Rs10,000 per 
month. In Australian dollars it worked out to $6,000 annually to maintain the program. 

We kindly remind our members to consider promptly paying child sponsorship donation $50/child 
(comprising $40 sponsor and to support $10 E-Kalvi) around 25th of every month or at the beginning 
of the quarter. It will enable us to remit the funds for SWO to manage their monthly expenditure 
without incurring unnecessary additional costs on late payments. 

5.0 Distribution of dry ration parcels to families affected by      
COVID-19 

Mahalirillam donated funds to its sister charity Social Welfare Organisation (SWO) Batticaloa to 
distribute dry rations parcels to needy (daily wage earners) families in Divisional Superintendent 
Manmunai South West, Batticaloa District. These families had to suffer without any income due to 
restrictions imposed during COVID 19 pandemic. Food distributed to each family contained 10Kg of 
rice, flour, lentils, tea, sugar, and canned fish at the cost of Rs.1, 650 per parcel. We learned that the 
food distributed to these families met the need for several days.  
 
We express our heartfelt thanks to all our members who contributed financially for the program.  The 
SWO distributed the rations to 384 families and children. The details food distribution is shown in the 
accompanying table. The entire relief amount $2,964 received from the members was spent on the 
purchase of food parcels. As all the children of Thilagavathiyar Girls Home were sent back to the 
foster-parental homes as advised by the Department of Probation and Child care Services, more 
than half of their sponsor fund was also utilized to provide food parcels to their foster parents. 
We thank all our members for their contribution towards this relief program. We humbly ask you to 
support us if we need more of such service. 
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6.0  Other ongoing Projects   

Other ongoing projects included Vocational sewing centres at Puthukudiyiruppu and Palugamam, 
Mango farm, Poultry Unit and Administration. The four donors who have donated for these projects 
so far have stopped their contribution during the financial year 2019/2020. We look forward to 
continuing to look for donors to implement these projects during 2020/2021.      
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6.1 Exercise Books To Children  

Mahalirillam provides funds ($1,000) every year to SWO for the purchase of stationery for 
children. Our member Dr Ganeshalingam and his family contribute towards this fund on an 
annual basis. The purchase of stationery is done on tender basis by the SWO. 

 

 

 

 
6.2 Sewing Centres 

Mahalirillam has been funding the maintenance of the two sewing centres from the 
inception, including the payment of teacher’s salary and provision of sewing materials during 
learning.    SWO offers six months course accredited by the Government of Sri Lanka for 
mature girls from the Girls' Home and low-income families of neighbouring villages. The 
trainees at the end of six months will also be offered a position to work in the tailor shop if 
they wish to secure an accredited qualification. Either way provided one has completed six 
months training would have acquired the necessary sewing skills 
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The sewing centre at Palugamam, since inception (2016) enrolled 166 trainees up to June 2020. 
114 of them have completed the 6 months training. Another 11 of them have gained eligibility 
to acquire the National Vocation Qualification (NVQ) level 4. All the trainees who completed 
the 6 months training have attained the required skills to fulfil their career goals. The sewing 
centre at Puthukudiyiruppu started on 2011 enrolled 240 trainees up o June 2020. 180 of them 
completed the 6 months training and have attained the required skills to fulfill their career 
goals. 

7.0 Other Activities 

7.1 Benevolent Fund 

This fund was established in 2011 to render financial assistance to any SWO staff or to assist any 
resident girl/s leaving the Girls’ Home, following maturity (>18Y) in cases of any hardship.  SWO 
has a written policy in place to administer the fund and demonstrate accountability of the 
program.  Mahalirillam provides funds on an ad-hoc basis to boost the cash balances of this Fund.    

7.2 Day Meals 

This program has been initiated to improve the nutritional status of children insuring good health 
and happiness. It’s still being continued to sustain a sense of wellbeing. 

Any Member or a well-wisher could donate towards a day meal at the Girls’ Home to celebrate 
or commemorate any special events in their lives.  The cost of providing a non-vegetarian day’s 
meal is $150 and a vegetarian meal is $120. SWO will email the pictures of everything that 
happened at the event with a thank you note to the respective donor/s. 

 7.2 Sisu Udana 

Sisu-Udana – local banking terminology for Children's Savings Account aims to provide every child 
of Sri Lanka with a promising future. A few children at Girls Home already have the Sisu-Udana 
Savings Account.  These accounts were opened using the funds donated by the sponsors of these 
children.  If any one wishes to open a Sisu-Udana account for the child you have sponsored - a 
deposit of $1 is all that required to open an account.  SWO will take care of any procedures related 
to the bank.     

8.0  Celebrations at Girls’ Home 

Cultural and religious celebrations are held regularly at Girls’ Home to inculcate on every child’s mind 
the values attached to discipline and how to live in a social group and realize what our responsibilities 
are to achieve our full potential for a successful living.  The SWO staffs always participate in these 
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celebrations and encourage active participation of children in cultural activities to improve social and 
communication skills.  Following are some of the festivals celebrated in the Girls’ Home.  

8.1 Deepavali 2019 

 

 
Deepavali festival was celebrated happily at TGH. All girls had new clothes to wear. Mahalirillam 
had been celebrating Deepavali with children and staff in the home for the past one decade. 
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 8.2 Vanee Villa 2019 

 
  

8.3 Thai Pongal 2020 

Thai Pongal was celebrated in the Girls' Home on 15/01/2020 with the making of Pongal at the 
court yard. The President of SWO, staff and children participated in the pooja followed by a day 
meal offered by a member of Mahalirillam. 

Please see the video of the site posted in YouTube: 
 
 https://youtu.be/baeGf071G60 
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9.0 Health 

9.1 Morning Care Packs for Children 

At the request of one of our Members, Mahalirillam provides each child a morning care kit 
(containing all the essentials for morning ablutions) as part of improving dental hygiene and 
general upkeep.  Our member Dr. Ganeshalingam initiated this program and regularly funds to 
cover the cost of morning care kit – so that each could have her own pack. The photos shown 
below were taken when the care packs were distributed in January 2020. 

The total cost of these kits is Rs.41,000 which is met annually by our member. His marvellous act 
is a great support to the well-being of the children. 

 

Morning kit ready for distribution 

9.2   Sports in Girls Home 
 

Mahalirillam understands team sports can boost children coordination, general fitness & team 
work. Our Physical Training Teacher coaches volley ball and net ball for the children during 
the weekends. Most children take part in these games and work on their basic skills after 
school hours. Children who are in primary school go alone and take part in carrom or chess 
games. 
 
Please see the video of the site posted in YouTube:   

 

10.0 Acknowledgements and Thank You 

SPONSORS: 

Mahalirillam is grateful for generous and continuous support received from our members for child 
sponsorship. Without your support we could not have accomplished our goals. Thank you once again 
for your generous support. 

 

https://youtu.be/ZE2b9ERow0M   
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VOLUNTEERS: 

Many lady volunteers had assisted to keep the online skype interactive session progressing. We take 
this opportunity to thank everyone in the team for your excellent support and your willingness to pass 
on knowledge to those dear children. 

We would also like to thank a special person for providing generous help in time of hardships with the 
web posting and with ACY Mailing. Thank you Mr Rajesh Veloth. 

We are fortunate to have local volunteers with engineering and relevant technical skills contributing 
their valuable time to support any projects jointly undertaken by Mahalirillam and SWO. We continue 
to be benefited from two Civil Engineers Messrs Raguraman and Sathanantham, Mr Jeyachandran, 
Quantity Surveyor and Mr G. Priyanthan, Engineer in training. They offer their valuable time and 
services in the construction and maintenance of civil works. Mahalirillam thank them for their 
guidance, assistance and time. It is very sincerely appreciated. 

AD-HOC DONATIONS: 

Generous donations received from individual well-wishers and members allow us to serve large-scale 
projects such as providing better facilities, building amenities; celebrating festivals, and excursions for 
children. 

The donors who make such contributions have the freedom to direct Mahalirillam in the use of the 
funds towards the respective projects.   

Mahalirillam ensures that every donor is promptly notified on the disbursement of funds by the charity 
via email bulletins, newsletters, photos in Flicker, YouTube, Face book and any available social media 
tool.  

HONORARY AUDITOR 

Mahalirillam would like to extend our deep appreciation to Honourable Auditor Mr K.Ratnakumar for 
his cooperation and hospitality during the conduct of the Financial Audit. We are indeed grateful to 
Ratna for his time and support.  

SOCIAL WELFARE ORGANISATION 

Thank you for the time, and assistance you have given to our program. Your ideas, input, and expertise 
were most helpful and have assisted Mahalirillam in making necessary improvements to our program. 

On behalf of Mahalirillam, we would like to thank all your staff for extending their help towards us 
when needed. God bless you all!   
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11.0 How Can You Help US 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Become a member and sponsor a child with Mahalirillam until child becomes mature in age. Donate 
on ad-hoc basis and fund the projects initiated by Mahalirillam.  

Visit our Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mahalirillam/143589209051620 

and LIKE to get updates, photos and videos of Mahalirillam. 

Visit our web   https://mahalirillam.org/au/ 

Sponsor a day meal at the Girls’ Home to celebrate special events occurred in their family such as 
wedding, wedding anniversary, birthdays, death anniversary etc.   

MAKE A DONATION 

You can pay by cheque or credit card to our Bank Account. There are options for contributing monthly, 
quarterly, or annually. 

We encourage automatic bank account deductions, since it’s easy, reliable and this option. 

Our Bank Account details: The Fund for Mahalirillam, Commonwealth Bank of Australia, Haymarket 
Sydney 2000. 

Account No: 062-006 1103 3596 

Or visit our web page, and use our PayPal's subscribe button 
https://www.mahalirillam.org/donation 
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12.0 Audited Financial Statement 

The Financial Statement relates to the Financial Year 01 July 2019 to 30 June 2020. It summarized the 
receipts of funds and illustrated how the charity performed financially.  Sole income for the charity 
was only the donations made by our members and well-wishers. The Statement also provided 
information to all members how those donations were used.  

Auditor’s Finding: 
The Auditor has given unqualified opinion that the report submitted by the Treasurer, along with 
balance sheet, income and expenditure statement and Chairpersons & Secretary’s Report, indicating 
charity’s financial activities and records were correct and acceptable.  
   
The statement of cash flows shows the cash inflows and out flows during the financial period and it 
split between sponsor donations, other donations and Narayana Seva. Our charity was not engaged in 
fund raising to carry out its activities. It received sponsor and other donations for example for Projects, 
E-Kalvi, Day Meal credit to charity’s Bank Account from its members and well-wishers. An equal 
amount was then remitted monthly to Social Welfare Organisation in Batticaloa.  Due to COVID-19, 
$13,229.64 was not reflected as expenditure in the balance sheet and it will be spent before end of 
next year. 
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 13.0 Photos 

 

Deepavali Celebrations 
 

 
    

Sri Sathya Sai 94th Birthday Celebrations 
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Water supply scheme at the Kusananamalai Village, Karadiyanaru 

 



ANNUAL REPORT 2019/20 

 

Fund for Mahalirillam                                                                                                                             Page | 24 

 

 
Tailor Shop at Pallugamum 


